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God. Why is it here only to be made an argument
that there is danger of abuse ? So is there also in the
case of every operative principle, whether in the natu-
ral or moral world. Take for an instance the powers
and properties of matter. These were doubtless de-
signed by providence for our comfort and well-being;
yet they are often misapplied to trifling purposes, and
still more frequently turned into so many agents of
misery and death. On this fact indeed is founded the
well-known maxim, not more trite than just, that
" the best things when corrupted become the worst;"
a maxim which is peculiarly just in the instance of
religion. For in this case it is not merely, as in
some others, that a great power, when mischievously
applied, must be hurtful in proportion to its strength;
but that the very principle, on which in general we
depend for restraining and retarding the progress of
evil, not only ceases to interpose any kindly check,
but is powerfully active in the opposite direction.
But will you therefore discard religion altogether?
It is upon this very ground, that the infidels of a
neighbouring country have lately made war against
Christianity; with what effects the world has not
now to learn. But suppose religion were discarded,
then liberty remains to plague the world; a power,
which though, when well employed, the Dispenser
of light and happiness, has been often proved, emi-
nently proved, in the instance of a neighbouring
country, to be capable, when abused, of becoming
infinitely mischievous. Well, then, extinguish li-
berty. Then what more abused by false pretenders,
that patriotism ? Well, extinguish patriotism. But
then the wicked career to which we have adverted,
must have been checked but for courage. Blot out
courage—and so might you proceed to extinguish
one by one, reason, and speech, and memory, and
all the discriminating prerogatives of man. But

